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Workers find whale In
dlatomaceous earth quarry

Workers at the Dicalite division of Gr
Inc. have found the fossil skeleton
' baleen whale some 10 to 12 million g
old in the company's diatomaceous ¢
quarries in Lompoc, Calif. They've fo
fossils there before; in fact, the machif
operators have learned a good deal ab
them and carefully annotate any they.
with the name of the collector, the.
and the exact place found. Each disco
is turned over to Lawrence G. Barng
the Natural History Museum of Los;
geles County. The whale, however, &
of the largest fossils aver collected :
whére, It was spotted by operator Jm
Darrah, and Dr. Barnes is directing -
excavation. ’ .
¢ whale'id standing on end in:
quarry and is being exposed gradually:
the diatomite is mined. Only the head
a small part of the body are visible ss
The modern baleen whale is 80 to 90 iy
long and has a head of similar size, ind
cating that the fossil may be close tal
feet long.
The distomaceous earth must be tam

from around the fossil with great gm
because the bones are fragile and die. -

tegrate quickly when exposed to air -
sections of bone are exposed, they

coated with a plastic cement,’ whi
hardens, and covered and reinforced we
bandages of plaster and burlap. The bee
and forepart of the whale required 2400}

of plaster and 700 yards of burlapl

inches wide.

Another recent find at the Diesd:
quarries was the skeleton of a small b
seal or sea lion, one of the few know
specimens of the species. Smaller whal
have been found, too, as well as fish/
birds. On the whole, the discoveries
providing a valuable look at life alongv
coast of California 10 million years
The fossils will be used for public dn;
and research at the Natural History M
seum.

Strange plienomena

SIR: K. M. Reese (Newscripts, C&EN, Oct. 11,
19786) made no commant concerning the Impll-
‘cations of the unique discovery of a baleen
whale skeleton in a vertical orlentation in a di-
.atomaceous earth quarry In Lompoc, Calil.
However, the lact that the whale Is standing on
1813 83 well as the fact that it is burled In dia-
Jlomacedus sarth would strongly suggest that it
was buried under very unusual and rapid cata-"
strophic conditions. The vertical orientation of
the whale is also raminiscent of obsarvations of
jvertical réa trunks extending through several
§uccessive coal seams. Such phenomena
cannot easily be explained by unilormitarian’
theorles, but fit readlly into an historical frame-
“Work based upon the recent and dynamic uni-
versalﬂﬂood, described in Genesis, chapters
8-9. ‘ :
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Professor of Chemistry, Cedarville College,
Ohio

Jan. 24, 1977:C3EN. 8

Appendage P.



